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dve them peace and security of life and property. A strong and
stable government was the great necessity under the existing circums-
tances. Without a strong government England was sure to be torn
into pieces by civil wars and mutual quarrels among the barons.
The Tudor sovereigns were strong and tactful enough to restore
peaceful conditions in the country which the people needed most.

2.  Decline in the Power of the Nobles.   Most of the nobles had
been killed during the Wars of the Roses because it was a war in
which the nobles were mostly concerned and the common people
took very little part.   So far there had been a constant struggle bet-
ween the Kings and the nobles of England for supremacy, but with
the destruction of great many nobles in the Wars of the Roses, the
King's power increased and he had no cause to fear the nobility
Thus the royal power automatically increased.

3.  Complete Destruction of the Old Nobility.   This is true that
most of the ancient barons had been destroyed in the Wars of the
Roses but their power was not completely shattered.   Some of the
barons were still strong enough to defy the authority of the King and1
upset law and order of the  country.   To  crush  them  thoroughly.
Henry VII, besides adopting other measures, passed (1) the Statute
against "Livery and Maintenance1, i.e., he refused to allow nobles to
keep retainers (retainers were more like soldiers dressed in uniform
who fought for their lord against any one even the King)  and (2)
established the Court of Star Chamber to punish any person, how-
ever strong, who defied the law of the land.   The power of the barons
was thus broken down and the King was left free to exercise his power
in the way he liked.   The barons   were thus no longer a    serious
check on the King's power.

4.  Invention of Gun-Powder.   Gun-powder was invented in the
beginning of the Tudor age,   Henry VII forbade its use for everyone
save the government.   Before this the nobles in their strong castles
had been able to resist the authority of the King, but now that the
king possessed gun-powder, i.e., artillery, it became almost impossible
for the nobels to challenge his authority.   This very much strengthen-
ed the position of the Tudor monarchs against their rebellious nobles.

5.  Creation of a New Loyal Gentry.   Tudor Kings pursued the
policy of depriving the great barons and the Churches of their land,
wealth and power.   The enormous wealth thus seized was deposited
in the royal treasury while the land was distributed among the new
ministers and officials who were chosen from the middle class of the
society.   Thus a new gentry or nobility came into being which was
thoroughly loyal to Henry VII and the succeeding monarchs of the
Tudor dynasty.   Thus the shrewd Tudors were able to exercise their
powers as they liked with the co-operation and assistance of these new
nobles.   The new gentry served the Tudor monarchs most faithfully
and rendered them all sorts of assistance.

6.  Co-operation of the Trading Classes.   The  traders   extended
their full co-operation  to  the  Tudor  sovereigns.   The   long-raging
wars had drained the wealth of the country.   The trade and com-